THE JACOBITE'S JOURNAL

"the disgrace of the age/7 whose productions every man
of common sense .should be ashamed of reading. They
ought to be extirpated from society or sent back to the
clerkships and manual trades from, which they originally
sprang,

By way of jest, it was gravely announced in a summer
issue of "The Jacobite's Journal" that all the Ghnib Street
writers had gone into the country to do harvest work for
the fanners. On their return to town, they found that their
places had been taken by a recent convert to Jacobitism,
one Anna Maria Supple, who for half their pay was writing
the leading articles in "Old England" and "The London
Evening Post,7' besides furnishing a few papers upon naval
affairs in "The Fool/' and composing- an occasional pam-
phlet like "The Letters to the Whigs." Her son, a boy
just eight years old, was the author, her husband said, of
most of the satirical "varses," as the lad called them, in
"The London TCvonin# Post." The writers who had turned
harvesters for the season were consequently thrown into
great distress; and were forced to appeal through their
friends to the editor of "The Jacobite's Journal" to give
them employment, else they would starve. Though reluc-
tant to take over gentlemen who had no talent except to
throw dirt, Mr. Trottplaid was eventually persuaded to
try "Morgan Scrub, (frubstreet-Solicitor, wMleom Author
of Old-England," in the moan capacity of collector and ar-
ranger of his neww. The fictitious Scrub, bitter towards a
party that had refused him the bread necessary to sustain
life, poured forth his Billingsgate against "The London
Evening Post" conducted by "an infernal blockhead" and
"jack-ass." In thus pitting one anti-ministerial news-
paper against another in an imaginary squabble, Fielding
created a very humorous situation which enabled him to
burlesque admirably the vituperation of the current de-
famatory style*

81"the scandal of the press" and
